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Introduction


This textbook is a preparation document for studying the A-level Sociology course. Its purpose is to introduce you to the social science subjects, to the key concepts of the social sciences with specific focus on sociology as well as start getting you used to the type of questions sociologists look to answer.

The topics of this course are:

· Introduction to Social Sciences and Perspectives
· Research Methods
· Culture and Identity
· Crime and Criminality
· Power and Politics

This coursebook is designed to help you develop the thinking skills necessary to be a successful social scientist. The key skills can be grouped into 3 main areas:

· Knowledge and Understanding
· Quite simply the ability to show that you know and understand what you have been studying.
· Application of Knowledge and Understanding
· Being able to use the knowledge you have learnt to answer
questions as well as explain social phenomena.
· Interpretation, Analysis and Evaluation
· Being able to make sense of data in the form of graphs, newspapers and other sources, including picking out the important and relevant parts, assess for strengths and limitations and compare and contrast ideas and theories in order to reach a considered conclusion.
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How to use this book:

This course reader is to prepare you for your studies into social sciences. Each chapter is a basic introduction to key theories and topics which we will be looking at in the first weeks of the course. It is very important that you come to the lessons with a basic knowledge of Sociological perspectives, as without this you will not be able to complete the initial section of the course. 


The Basic Knowledge you need to know, separated into key questions. This is to help organise your notes and fine the appropriate sections to match what you
are doing in class.
Key terminology for each topic area – you need to know the definitions of these terms. They are highlighted in the box at the start of the unit but also
in bold throughout the book.




Op-Ed Questions to get you thinking about your own opinions and ideas on some of the issues raised. These should be answered in a paragraph and in the third
person.

Take It Further Activities – extension activities to push yourself that little bit more and extend your understanding.

Knowledge Questions are short answer questions to help you review your understanding of the content of the chapter.




Chapter 1:
Introduction to Social Sciences and Perspectives




Key Questions

· What are the Social Science Subjects?
· How do the Social Sciences look at the world?
· Sociology
· Functionalism, New Right Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism, Postmodernism.
· Political Ideologies
· Communism, Socialism, Conservatism, Liberalism, Fascism & Anarchy



[image: ]What are the Social Sciences?


What do you need to know:
· To KNOW the subjects which are considered social sciences.

· To UNDERSTAND the similarities and differences between the social sciences.

· To CONSIDER how each of the social sciences would look at a social issue.


[image: ]
Key Terminology
Social Science Sociology
Law Politics Similarities Differences


The social sciences are a group of subjects concerned with society and the relationships among individuals within a society. The social sciences help us to understand the world beyond our immediate experience, and can help explain how our own society works - from the causes of unemployment or what helps economic growth, to how and why people vote, or what makes people happy.

The social sciences help to provide vital information for governments, and other groups to help them determine policies and laws to make society a better place. There are a number of subjects which are considered social sciences. They are each unique in the way that they study society but share a number of characteristics as well.
[image: ]

SOCIOLOGY

Sociology is the study of social relationships and societal institutions. Sociology’s subject matter is diverse, ranging from crime to religion, from the family to the state, from the divisions of race and social class to the shared beliefs of a common culture, and from social stability to radical change.





	[image: ]
	
POLITICS

	
Politics is the study of political systems and theories. It looks at how the government functions, the democratic process; parties, pressure groups and elections. It also looks at political ideologies such as conservativism, liberalism and socialism.




	
[image: ]
	
LAW

	
The study of law looks at the legal process, how it works. Those that study law will look at the way that laws are made and interpreted by the judiciary through the use of case studies and precedents.



Although the social sciences are very distinct and separate subjects they do overlap and one way that they do this is by looking at similar topics and subject areas. Social scientists are concerned with finding connections and trends which will help them to understand the way that individuals, groups and society as a whole works. They are also interested in finding solutions to social problems which can be identified by the trends we see. However the focus of their research is often very different.

Lets take the example of CHILDHOOD

SOCIOLOGY

Sociologists are concerned with how childhood has changed over time. They ask questions regarding the status of children in society and their experience of childhood. They will examine the experience of childhood in different cultures and in different societies.


[image: ]

LAW

The legal study of childhood focuses on how the current legal system looks at and impacts children. It will consider if children are criminally responsible for their actions as well as laws that are put in place to protect children.


POLITICS

The political view of childhood is focused on creating policies which will ensure that children are protected and looked after.






	
	
Take it Further 1

	
Using a different social issue or topic explain how the different branches of social science would look at it.
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	Knowledge Questions

	
1. Define the term social science in your own words. 

2. Name 3 social science subjects. 

3. Define Sociology in your own words. 

4. How do the social sciences help governments? 

5. Describe what is meant by the term social sciences. 

6. Identify and explain one difference between two social science subjects 










How do social scientists look at the
world?


What do you need to know:
· To KNOW the different perspectives in each of the Social Sciences.

· To DESCRIBE the different perspectives in each of the social sciences.

· To CONSIDER your own views and where they fit into the perspectives


[image: ]
Terminology
Perspective Functionalism Marxism
New Right Feminisms Interactionism Spectrum Conservativism Socialism Liberalism Anarchism
Communism


The way that we look at the world around us is individualised. Our personal experiences and view points will colour the way that we perceive an event, situation or interaction. In the same way social scientists will look at individual behaviour, group dynamics and society in a specific way. It is like looking at the world with different sets of glasses on.

Social scientists tend to associate themselves with a particular perspective which will then help them to formulate their theories and ideas based on the evidence they have. Some social scientists will move between perspectives when they are looking at different topics or questions.


FUNCTIONALISMPERSPECTIVES: SOCIOLOGY


[image: ]The functionalist view of society is the oldest of the “big theories” and is based on the work of Emile Durkheim (1858 – 1917). He believed that society needs to be looked at scientifically and as a whole rather than as component parts. He believed that social institutions such as the family, education and the media, had key functions which they performed for the benefit of wider society. Another Functionalist thinker, Parsons compared these functions to those of the functions of organs in the human body – the organic analogy.
So just like we could look at the heart and see that its function is to pump blood around the body, we can look at a social institution and see its function in supporting society. For example how the family helps to socialise each generation into the norms and values of society. However functionalists also believe that we need to look at the bigger picture, for example how the functions of the heart support the function of the brain, or how the functions of the family support wider society.
[image: ]Functionalist also believe that human relationships are governed by a set of agreed rules called social norms, for example saying please and thank you. The members of society agree to these rules in order to allow society to prosper and thrive, and it is for this reason that functionalism is referred to as a consensus theory.

However functionalism is often criticised for being overly positive in its view of society. It is argued the functionalists ignores the negative aspects of society such as abuse in the family or racism in the police force. Also it assumes that everyone agrees with the rules and if this were the case then there wouldn’t be any crime.

Op – Ed Paragraph 1
To what extent to do you agree that the institutions of society act in a similar way to the organs of the
human body?




THE NEW RIGHT

The New Right is often associated with governments of Margret Thatcher and
Ronald Regan during the 1980’s and is based on the writings of Charles Murray.
[image: ]The New Right view of society is often regarded as being very traditional and conservative. They believe that individuals must take responsibility for themselves and not rely on the state to provide for them. Charles Murray suggests that modern society has adopted a culture of dependency, where people rely on the state to support them through benefits rather than working to support themselves.
[image: ]Murray states that society has created an underclass and a culture of poverty, where people accept poverty as a way of life which is passed on from one generation to the next and people are not only dependent on the state to support them but are also are unwilling to take jobs that are available to them and are more likely poorly behaved, more likely to turn to crime. In order to combat this underclass Murray suggests that we return to the values of the golden era (1940s/1950s) where traditional moral values are upheld such as two single sex parent families, men work and women stay at home to look after the children.

[image: ]The New Right are criticised for their belief in the culture of poverty. Some sociologists do not believe that it exists and that factors such as age, education, health and disability are far more important in understanding why people are in poverty. Murry’s idea of the underclass is also criticised as it is based on sweeping generalisations, inadequate research and a misunderstanding of those people who do claim benefits and why.


	
	
Op – Ed Paragraph 2

	
To what extent do you agree that there is a dependency culture in the UK?




MARXISM

[image: ]Marxist perspective of sociology is based on the writings of Karl Marx (1818 – 1883) and is a conflict theory as it focuses on the inequalities and struggles within society. Marx suggested that this inequality stems from capitalism and the resulting class system. According to Marx; capitalism causes the class system, separating people into two main classes: Proletariat (working class) and Bourgeoisie (ruling class).
The bourgeoisie are the owners of the means of production (factories etc) and because they have the economic power they also have the political and social power to set the social rules. The proletariat own nothing and work for the bourgeoisie. They are fooled into believing that if they work hard they can become a member of the bourgeoisie – what Marx called a False Class Consciousness.
Marx believed that this class struggle will eventually bring about social change through revolution as the proletariat will wake up to the oppression they are subject to, join together and overthrow the capitalist system. After the revolution society would settle into a communist system where the means of production are owned communally, so no private ownership = no exploitation = a classless society.

However, Marxism is criticised as it only focuses on the class inequalities and ignores other forms of inequality such as gender or ethnicity. Also Marxism is criticised for being reductionist as it states that all of societies problems are
because of capitalism and the class system and can be solved through revolution and the development of a communist society. Additionally Marx never explain how the revolution would come about.

Op – Ed Paragraph 3
Do you think it is possible to have a completely equal society as Marx
outlines?




FEMINISMS

[image: ]Feminists are similar to Marxists in that they are a conflict perspective. However instead of seeing capitalism and class as the source of inequality, they see gender as the source of inequality.

In its broadest form Feminists believe that society is patriarchal, meaning that society is dominated by men and their self interest which leads to the oppression of women. For example they believe that men benefit more from family life than women do.
Women have to deal with the triple shift (paid work, domestic labour and emotional support) where as men do not have this responsibility. Additionally although there is legislation which is supposed to guarantee equal pay and protection from sex discrimination at work, women still earn less then men in the same positions and are less likely to hold high status positions.

We often refer to Feminisms rather than feminism as there is disagreement within the perspective regarding on how gender inequality began and also on how it can be addressed in the future. Although there are many types of feminism the main ones to focus on are outlined below:LIBERAL FEMINISM

Liberal feminists believe that society has come a long way in terms of gender equality and that the best way to achieve equality is through education and legislation.
They do admit that there is still a long way to go to absolute equality however they think that we are on the right track and that the increased number of men taking time off to look after their children and the growing number of female CEO’s is proof of this.


MARXIST FEMINISM
RADICAL FEMINISM


Marxist feminist perspective adapts the principles of Marxism to emphasise how capitalism uses the family to oppress women, and the harmful consequences of the family on women’s lives.
Marxist feminists look on class and gender inequalities as dual systems of oppression, with both being very powerful and independent systems. Marxist feminists often argue that class and gender inequalities reinforce each other and create groups that are doubly oppressed, so the only way to achieve equality is by overthrowing the capitalist system through revolution.


Radical feminists seek to abolish patriarchy by challenging existing social norms and institutions, not just through a purely political process but also through social action such as protests and violent action where necessary.
Radical feminists believe that true equality will only exist if the genders are separated but believe that society can improve on the current situation particularly through raising awareness of issues such as rape and domestic violence and challenging traditional gender roles.


Intersectional Feminists see women as all being separate homogenous groups. This means that they argue that working class and middle-class women, white and black women, heterosexual and lesbian women will all have different views and experiences of society, be it patriarchy, homophobia, racism or capitalism. Therefore they are not just looking for equality but acceptance of these different experience when discussing inequality.
INTERSECTIONAL FEMINISM





One of the main criticisms of feminism is that it assumes that not all women feel oppressed and want to change their situation. It also assumes that all men are actively and knowingly engaged with the subordination of women when this is not the case. Liberal feminists are also criticised by other feminist groups as they appear to be dealing with the effects of women's subordination rather than challenging the fundamental causes. Where as Radical feminists are criticised for being too extreme in their views which tarnishes other forms of feminism.


	
	
Op – Ed Paragraph 4

	
Do you think the feminist movement is still necessary in modern society?






INTERACTIONISM (SOCIAL ACTION THEORIES)

[image: ]Interactionism is different to the structural approaches of Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism, in that it doesn’t focus on the social institutions but rather looks at the individuals within a society. In this perspective they want to understand the reasons why a person does what they do and feel the way they feel. Interactionists argue that just because two people share the same space and time, they will not apply the same meaning to a situation or event.

Interactionists believe that how a person reacts to a situation or event is based partly on their self concept, this is an individuals idea of who they are as a person. The self concept comes from our interactions with other people and the labels that are applied to us, by other people such as our parents, teachers and friends.




[image: ]However, the interactionists don’t believe that this process is inevitable, and that people have the free will to accept or reject these labels. They call this a negotiation process. People do not have to follow a pre-set route based on what label they are given. For example being labelled as a trouble maker in school

doesn’t mean that you have to live up to that label. Functionalists believe that our roles in society are defined by the social systems we are part of, for example our gender, ethnicity or social class. The system tells us what is expected of us and we generally try to live up to that. However, interactionists don’t see things as being as clear cut, instead they believe that individuals will negotiate and re-negotiate their roles as they go through their lives and as society adapts and changes.
For example a new student to a school may act out in an aggressive and disruptive way in order to make an impression and gain status in their new peer group. This may lead to them being labelled as a problem student by the teachers and other students. This label can then be adopted as the master status by the student, meaning that their sense of self is based on this label and they act accordingly. However, they could also reject this label and create a new one.

[image: ]Some sociologists are critical of the interactionist approach because it focuses on small scale human interactions and ignores the ‘bigger picture’. By only looking at the individual interpretation it is difficult to see trends and patterns which would influence wider changes in society. Additionally interactionists are criticised as their research and theories are open to interpretation.




	
	
Take It Further 2

	
What labels do you think have been applied to you? Do you think that you have
accepted them or rejected them? Why?





	
[image: ]
	Knowledge Questions

	
1. What are the three structural perspectives in sociology? 

2. Name 3 types of feminism. 

3. What are the names of the two classes identified by Marx? 

4. What is the other name for Interactionism? 

5. Which sociologist is associated with the Organic analogy? 

6. What is meant by the term master status? 

7. What is the difference between a census and a conflict theory? 

8. What is meant by the term patriarchy? 

9. What is meant by the term sociological perspective ? 

10. Describe what is meant by the term consensus theory

11. Identify and explain one difference between Marxism and Functionalism

12. Identify and explain one of the feminist  theories






PERSPECTIVES: POLITICS


Political perspectives are also called ideologies and the range from left to right wing. In general the left wing tend to be more radical and desire social and political change. Where as the right wing support more traditional ideas and the retention of the existing social and political norms. When we compare ideologies they are placed on spectrum which goes from extreme left to extreme right.


Socialism

Conservatism




Communism

Liberalism

Fascism



	
Communism
	Communism is an economic and political system in which private ownership is replaced by common ownership of the means of production. Communism emphasizes:
· Collectivism: Human beings are social by nature, and society should respect this. Individualism is poisonous.
· Public ownership: Society, not individuals, should own the property.
· Central economic planning: The government plans the economy; there is no free market.
· Economic equality: All citizens have roughly the same level of prosperity.



	
Socialism
	Socialism is similar to communism in that it emphasizes:
· Collectivism
· Public ownership
· Central economic planning
· Economic equality

But unlike communism which places all parts of the economy, financial institutions and social systems under state control; socialism allows for some private ownership of small businesses.





	
Liberalism
	Liberalism emphasizes the individual taking priority over society. They believe that individuals have the right to make choices for themselves and no person is morally or politically superior to others. Hierarchies are rejected. They believe that humans are capable of thinking logically and rationally. Logic and reason help us solve problems, there fore traditions should not be kept unless they have value. New ideas are helpful because they can lead to progress in the sciences, the economy, and society. Liberalism and capitalism go hand in hand.
Liberals like the free market because it creates wealth easily. Liberals argue in favour of a limited government, which draws its power from the people. In practice, this has meant favouring a democratic
government.





	
Conservativism
	Conservatism believes that stability is precious, and in the strength of tradition. They believe that change must be made gradually in order to preserve stability because undermining stability is very dangerous as it can lead to societies falling into chaos and violence. Conservatism believes that people should take control of their own lives and that the state should have very little influence or control on private lives. They do not believe in a welfare state or state ownership of business or state institutions.





	
Fascism
	Fascism is a form of far-right, authoritarian ultra-nationalism characterized by dictatorial power, which demands absolute loyalty of its citizens to the leader of the country; who is usually considered to be a dictator as they hold all the power. There is forcible suppression of opposition, as well as strong regimentation of society . Fascism champions capitalism and bans organisations such as trade unions.
They also believe in absolute nationalism, the superiority of their nation above all others.



[image: ][image: ]

	
Anarchy
	Anarchy is not technically on the political spectrum because of the belief that the best government is absolutely no government. This ideology argues that everything about governments is repressive and therefore must be abolished. Anarchism was once associated with socialism because many anarchists supported the socialists’ call for revolution and the complete overhaul of government and society in the early to mid-twentieth century.





	
	
Take It Further 3

	1) Where do you think you fall on the political spectrum? Explain your choice.

2) Complete the Political Compass test to see if your thoughts match the quiz results





	
[image: ]
	
Knowledge Questions

	
1. What is the study of politics? 

2. Which political ideologies are on the far right and far left of the political spectrum? 

3. What are the 4 common aspects of communism and socialism? 

4. What is anarchy? 

5. What are the 2 main ideas of conservatism? 

6. What are the 3 main ideas of Fascism? 

7. What are the 4 main ideas of Liberalism? 

8. How is communism different to socialism? 





Chapter 2:
Research Methods and Design





Key Questions

· How do Social Scientists carry out their research?
· How do Social Scientists choose their research method?
· What are the ethical considerations in social science research?
· How do Social Scientists find people to take part in their research?
· How do Social Scientists conclude and evaluate their research?


[image: ]How do Social Scientists carry out their research?



What do you need to know:
· To KNOW the order in which sociologists carry out research (research process).

· To UNDERSTAND the different considerations that a researcher takes into account with designing their study. (PET).

· To EVALUATE the different research methods available to sociologists.


[image: ]
Key Terminology
Hypothetico-deductive model

Positivism Interpretivism Hypothesis Research Aim Social structure Social Process Social Issue




A key part of a social scientists role is to conduct research and collect data in systematic and organised way. The data they collect allows them to see the rends and patterns in society in order to make sense of the world around them and to help governments to formulate policies to support society.

THE RESEARCH PROCESS



The research process is the steps or stages that the social scientists go through when planning and carrying out their research. This process is sometimes called the hypothetic-deductive model. This model is not always followed exactly as research is messy and adaptive, however it provides a general guide to help social scientists get started.



It is called the hypothetic-deductive model, when the researcher creates a hypothesis which they are trying to prove.
9: Draw Conclusions
8: Analyse your data
7: Collect your data
6: Conduct a pilot study
4: Choose your research method
5: Choose your sampling frame
3: Develop an aim, hypothesis or question
2: Conduct a
literature review
1: Choose a topic
of interest




After a researcher has drawn their conclusions and written up their report or studied, they will send it for peer review. Peer review is the process where by other sociologists will go over the study and its conclusions. The purpose of this is to evaluate the work and ensure its validity. Once this has been completed, the study will be published.




The first stage in designing a research project is to determine the topic or area of interest. There are many factors which can affect a sociologists choice of topic or area of interest. It is usually a combination of these factors which will ultimately determine what the focus of the study will be.1: Choose a topic
of interest

The personal values or interests of the researcher.
A researcher is not going to be interested in completing a study in area that holds little interest for them or that they do not see
as a problem in society.
Funding.
In order for research to be conducted funding is required.
Those that provide funding are only going to do so for studies which match their goals and interests.

Political and Theoretical Perspectives.
A researchers political or theoretical perspective will shape
what they see as an issue that needs exploring.
Opportunity and Access.
Researchers maybe limited on what they can study by their ability to access certain groups, or opportunities may arise for
research that wasn’t previously considered.
Ethics.
Researchers will also need to consider the sensitivity of the topic or area of interest and if it is appropriate to study it at
that time.

In Vogue Topics.
These are topics and areas of interests that are popular within society at the time.









A literature review is the essential starting point for any research. The researcher will read up on the topic that they are interested in, including previous studies, journal articles and books, in order to have an understanding of the topic. The literature review helps the researcher to become familiar with the key concepts related to the2: Conduct a literature review

topic and methods that other researchers in this area have used. It also helps them to define their question and aim as they may find a gap in the research that has already been done. By finding these gaps it can help the researcher to get funding for their project from bodies such as the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) as these bodies expect their applicants to show how they are bringing new ideas and fresh, original knowledge to the field.



Research is the way that a social scientist will try and answer their questions about the social world, but in order for their research to be focused and clear they need to come up with an aim and in most cases a hypothesis.3: Develop an aim, hypothesis or question



A research aim sets out what the researcher is planning to investigate and so provide the clear focus that is needed in order to secure funding and to ensure that the researcher stays on task.

A hypothesis is a presumption, hunch or informed guess about what the researcher thinks they will find out. It is usually a written statement that can be tested and is either proven correct by the data collected or is refuted (proven wrong). The researchers do not make their hypothesis up, they use multiple sources to help develop the question, aim and hypothesis. These include:
· Previous research and studies.
· Their literature review.
· New developments in technology such as the internet.
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	Take It Further 4

	Ideas for research can sometimes come from the researchers own experiences. For example Sarah Roseneil (2016) has experience of being in a relationships with a partner who lives in another city. However she realised that there is little research into LAT (living apart together) relationships. So with two colleagues, she decided to design a research project to investigate these relationships.

1) What could be the aim to Sarah Roseneil’s study?
2) What could be the question to Sarah Roseneil’s research?
3) Where could she look for information about these sorts of relationships?




	
[image: ]
	Knowledge Questions 

	1. Describe what is meant by the term research aim. 

2. Describe what is meant by the term hypothetico-deductive model. 

3. Identify and explain advantage of carrying out a literature review. 

4. Identify and explain one difference between a research aim and a research
question. 

5. Identify and explain one reason why it is important to have a clear research
aim and hypothesis. 





When designing their research, social scientists face a number of decisions, the most important of which (after choosing the topic) is the method(s) they will use4: Choose your research method

[image: ]
Key Terminology
Primary Secondary Positivism Interpretivism Observation Questionnaire Interviews Official Statistics Documents Triangulation Ethics
Validity
Reliability


to collect their data. A researchers choice of
method is based on a number of factors which can be categorised into the practical, ethical and theoretical considerations.
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS


All researchers face practical considerations when
conducting their research. These considerations are concerned more with the ability of the researcher to actually carry out the study, rather than the theoretical approach to the study. There are many practical considerations the main ones are:
TIME

In practice most social scientists will have a limited amount of time to complete their research. This can be dictated by the funding bodies, access to the participants or publishing deadlines. Where ever these deadlines come from it is going to influence the type of research method the researcher will be able to use. The more in-depth the research method the longer it will take to complete. For example it will take much longer to complete interviews with your participants then it would to send out a questionnaire.




COST

Just like with time. more in-depth the method chosen by the researcher, the more money it will costs. Also, if the researcher is completing the researcher themselves or is going to hire people to help collect data from large samples it is going to cost more.

There are numerous organisations that fund social research including charities, universities and businesses, but the largest by far is the government. These funding agencies can have an impact on the method chosen by the researcher as they can determine the time frame and the sort of information they would be looking for. For example the government has been far more likely to fund quantitative research than qualitative as
it is quicker and gets valid and reliable results.
FUNDING
ACCESS

Some research topics and some participants are more difficult to gain access to. For example, it will probably be more difficult to gain access to research pupils in schools compared to teachers, and some people may be less willing to engage with research than others, for example drug addicts or the homeless.





PERSONAL SITUATIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS

This refers to how the researcher themselves can affect the choice of the method. For example. family and work commitments may prevent researchers from doing long term field work such as a longitudinal study or participant observation. Some research topics might also be better suited to researchers with certain personal characteristics – girls in education might respond more openly to female researchers for example.



	
	
Op – Ed Paragraph 5

	
Which of the practical factors do you think has the most influence on a research
method chosen by the researcher? Why?




ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS



Ethics are self‐regulatory guidelines for making decisions regarding research projects. By establishing ethical codes, professional organizations such as the British Sociological Association, maintain the integrity of the profession, define the expected conduct of members, and protect the welfare of participants who take part in their studies. The vast majority of today's social scientists abide by their respective organizations' ethical principles. A researcher must remain mindful of her or his ethical responsibilities to participants. A researcher's primary duty is to protect the welfare of the subjects. For example, a researcher whose study requires extensive questioning of volunteers' personal information should screen the subjects beforehand to assure that the questioning will not distress them.



A researcher should also inform subjects about their expected roles in the study, the potential risks of participating, and their freedom to withdraw from the study at any time without consequences. Agreeing to participate in a study based on disclosure of this type of information constitutes informed consent. After the study is finished, the researcher should provide subjects with complete details about the study. Providing details at the conclusion of an experiment is called debriefing. Even the most ethical and cautious researcher cannot anticipate every risk associated with participating in a study. But by carefully screening subjects, informing subjects of their rights, giving them as much information as possible before the study, avoiding deception, and debriefing following the study, the researcher can at least minimize the risks of harm to the subjects.

Ethical Guidelines


	INFORMED CONSENT
	Whenever possible investigators should obtain the consent of participants. In practice this means it is not sufficient to simply get potential participants to say “Yes”. They also need to know what it is that they are agreeing to. In other words the researcher should, so far as is practicable explain what is involved in advance and obtain the informed consent of participants. An adult (16ys +) capable of giving permission to participate in a study can provide consent. Parents/legal guardians of minors can also provide consent to allow their children to participate in a study. However, it may not be possible for the researcher to gain consent before the study takes place, especially if they are undertaking a covert observation, there fore they must gain consent during debriefing.

There is only one situation when a researcher does not need informed consent, and that is when the study is conducted in a public place and when there is no expectation of privacy. For example, noting down the different groups of people who are entering a particular shop or are in
a park.





	Protection From Harm
	Researchers must ensure that those taking part in research will not be caused distress. They must be protected from physical and mental harm. This means you must not embarrass, frighten, offend or harm participants.
Normally, the risk of harm must be no greater than in ordinary life, i.e. participants should not be exposed to risks greater than or additional to those encountered in their normal lifestyles. The researcher must also ensure that if vulnerable groups are to be used (elderly, disabled, children, etc.), they must receive special care. For example, if studying children, make sure their participation is brief as they get tired easily
and have a limited attention span.




	Confidentiality
	Participants, and the data gained from them must be kept anonymous unless they give their full consent. No names must be used in
a research report, however on occasion researchers may use a pseudonym. On a practical level, the data collected needs to be secured and reasonable precautions taken to ensure that it doesn’t become public knowledge. The data protection act (1998) establishes legal obligations for researchers to store data securely and ensure that it is only used for the purposes of the research.




	Privacy
	Participants in research are still entitled to their privacy and what this means is that the research should not go beyond the scope of their study. They should not ask about matters or record observations about matter that are outside the remit of the study. This can be difficult with some research methods such as unstructured interviews and observations.





Dealing with Ethics


There are times when the researcher will need to breach some of these ethical guidelines in order to achieve the aim of the study. For example, they may have to deceive the participants about the purpose of the study in order to achieve valid data, because knowing the true purpose could lead to the participants changing their behaviour or answers. This would mean the participants hadn’t given informed consent.

Additionally, if the researcher is looking at a particularly sensitive subject, such as domestic abuse or racism, they may inadvertently cause mental distress in their participants, which would mean they are not protecting them from harm.

There are two main ways that a researcher can over come these problems to ensure that their study is still ethically sound:

	Right to Withdraw
	
Participants should be able to leave a study at any time if they feel uncomfortable. They should also be allowed to withdraw their data. They should be told at the start of the study that they have the right to withdraw. They should not have pressure placed upon them to continue if they do not want to. Participants may feel they shouldn’t withdraw as this may ‘spoil’ the study. Many participants are paid or receive course credits, they may worry they won’t get this if they withdraw Even at the end of the study the participant has a final opportunity to withdraw the data they have provided for the research.



[image: ]

	Debriefing
	
After the research is over, the participant should be able to discuss the procedure and the findings with the researcher. They must be given a general idea of what the researcher was investigating and why, and their part in the research should be explained. Participants must be told if they have been deceived and given reasons why. They must be asked if they have any questions and those questions should be answered honestly and as fully as possible. Debriefing should take place as soon as possible and be as full as possible; researchers should take reasonable steps to ensure that participants understand debriefing. The aim of the debriefing is not just to provide information, but to help the participant leave the study in a similar frame of mind as when he/she entered it.







	
	Take It Further 5

	Ethical guidelines cannot cover every possible eventuality. Often, the researcher will have to make a decision on how to respond to an issue as they arise. For each of the following examples decide if you think they constitute an ethical issue and if so what you would do to address it:

1. One of the participants make a racist remark during a group interview about religious beliefs.

2. It emerges during an interview on leisure activities that the interviewee is being abused at home.

3. During an interview, you begin to suspect that the interviewee is not telling you the truth.





THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS



The theoretical considerations are linked to the how the researcher views the world and how they think is the best way to get a truthful picture of it. Researchers will have views of the relative importance of three key areas which will influence their theoretical approach to research.


	Validity
	
Validity is about how far the research provides a true picture of what is really ‘out there’ in world. Generally speaking, the more in depth the research, the fuller picture we get of the thoughts and feelings of the individuals acting, so the more valid the data and then more the researcher stands back and allows the respondents to ‘speak for themselves’ the more valid the data. In more quantitative research, such as closed question questionnaires, validity may be lacking because the researcher has decided on what questions should be answered and the possible answers that the participant can give.



	Reliability
	
If research is reliable, it means if someone else can complete the research in the same way as the original study. In order to be reliable, research needs to be easily repeatable. Self-Completion questionnaires have high reliability because it is easy for another researcher to administer the questionnaire again. More in-depth methods such as participant observation, where the researcher can spend several months or even years with a small group of respondents are not very reliable as it is impossible to replicate the exact procedures of the original research.





	Representativeness
	

Research is representative if the participants taking part in the study reflects the characteristics of the wider population that is being studied.

Whether a sample is representative depends on who is being studied. For example, if you are looking at the factors affecting the choice of GCSE subjects, your sample would need to include both boys and girls, a range of ethnicities and social classes etc. and not just one group.




Sociologists theoretical position will be somewhere on a spectrum between
positivism and interpretivism.

Positivism
Positivism is based on the ideas that the best way to obtain data in social research is by following the scientific method, similar to those used by the natural scientists. Positivists focus on the observable behaviour which can be measured rather than peoples feelings and emotions. They are interested more in the “what” of social phenomena rather than the “why”. Positivists prefer methods which provide quantitative data (numbers and statistics)such as large scale questionnaires. They believe that this style of data is more valid because it is not open to interpretation and also provides a statistical picture of society. They also prefer these methods because they are considered more reliable (it can be repeated in the same way).

Interpretivism

Interpretivists argue that the subject matter of sociology is people not social institutions and therefore completely different from the natural sciences. They argue that people are not like objects or animals due to logical and rational thought. Therefore interpretivists believe that the scientific methods suggested by the positivists are not suitable for social research.


The interpretivist approach aims to understand human behaviour and human action by exploring the meaning behind the actions and reactions of the individuals involved and the way to do this is by seeing it from that persons point of view. Interpretivists prefer methods which provide qualitative data (words) such as interviews and observation. These methods provide in-depth and detailed data which helps the researcher understand the why behind the behaviour.

Mixed Method Approach

[image: ]In practice most social scientists will use the mixed method approach which will provide both qualitative and quantitative data. The using of more than one research method in research is known as triangulation. The purpose of this is to cross check findings and create detailed and valid data. Triangulation also means that the researcher can build on the strengths of each method but also mitigate some the weaknesses.

	
	Take It Further 6

	Irene Zempi and Neil Chakraborti (2014) studied the experiences of Muslim women who wear the niqab (face covering or veil) in public places in Leicester. The adopted an interpretivist approach so that hey could see things and experience event from through the eyes of the Muslim women. As part of the research, Irene Zempi (who describes herself as a white, orthodox Christian woman) wore a veil in public places such as public transport, in shopping centres and on the streets of Leicester for four weeks. This allowed her to understand more fully the women's experiences as victims of islamophobia in their daily lives.

1. Write an aim and hypothesis for this research.
2. Identify  and  explain  one  advantage  of  using  the method  chosen  by  Irene Zempi.
3. Do you think that this was the best approach to find out about Muslim women’s
experiences in Leicester? Explain your answer.
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Access – Being able to get to the group that you are researching.
Absolutism - a political system in which a single ruler, or political party has complete power over a country Abstain – To formally decline to vote either for or against a proposal or motion.
Achieved Identity – The identity you have created for yourself through choices and experiences.
Act of Parliament – The formal name for any law that has been given Royal Assent.
Age – How old a person is and how it influences their experiences of society.
Agents of Socialisation – The groups who socialise babies and young children into the norms of society.
Aggravating Circumstance – A factor which makes a crime more serious and can lead to a tougher or longer sentence.
Anarchism - belief in the abolition of all government and the organization of society on a voluntary, cooperative basis without recourse to force or compulsion.

Arrest – Being taken into custody by the police due to a reasonable suspicion that you have committed a crime.
Ascribed Identity - The identity that you have by birth, such as ethnicity, or gender.
Authority - The power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience.
B
BBFC – British Board of Film Classification. Bias – Only providing one side of a story. Bill – An idea for a law.
Biology – the study of organisms and nature.

British Crime Survey – An annual survey of people to find out if they have been a victim of crime or if they have commit a crime.

British Sociological Association – A formal body which ensures that ethical guidelines are followed during sociological research.

Broadcast Media – Forms of media which
include TV and Radio.

C
Censorship - The suppression or prohibition of any parts of books, films, news, etc. that are considered obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to security.
Class – The division of society according economic means, occupation or material goods.
Compliance – Laws which require people to do something.
Confidentiality – Ensuring that research participants cannot be identified after the research has been completed/ published.
Conflict Theorists – Theorists that believe that there is conflict between social groups such as class and gender.
Conglomerate – A large company which owns lots of other smaller companies.
Conservativism - The holding of political views that favour free enterprise, private ownership, and socially traditional ideas.
Consumer Culture - Focuses on the spending of the customers money on material goods to attain a lifestyle in a capitalist economy.
Contextual Deviance – Deviance that depends on the situation you are in. Cost – how much it will cost to conduct your research.



Crime – The breaking of a statue law. Crown Court – A criminal court which is presided over by a Judge and Jury.
Crown Prosecution Service – the government agencies that deal with people when they have broken the law. Culture - The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a particular people or society.
Custody – Being held by the police on
suspicion you have committed a crime.

D
Dark figure of crime – The amount of crime that doesn’t appear on the official statistics. Such as unreported crime or whit collar crime.
Debriefing – Discussing the research with the participants after the study to ensure they are still happy to take part.
Decoding Model – People will interpret the media they see in different ways depending on their own views and experiences.
Defence – The people who are trying to prove a persons innocence of a crime.
Democracy - A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through elected representatives.



Desensitisation – The idea that watching violence in the media makes people less shocked by it in real life.
Deterrence – Punishments which prevent or put people off committing crimes.
Deviance – behaviour which goes against the norms and values of society.
Digital Media – any form of media which comes through the internet or in electronic form.
Disability - A physical or mental condition that limits a person's movements, senses, or activities.
Diversification - Media companies expanding and branching out in to different areas of the media industry. Dominate Culture - Culture that is the most powerful, widespread, or influential within a social or political entity in which multiple cultures are present.
E
Educate – A purpose of the media to inform people about what is going on in the world.
Election - A formal and organized choice by vote of a person for a political office or other position Electorate - all the people in a country or area who are entitled to vote in an election.

Electoral System - A set of rules that determine how elections and referendums are conducted and how their results are determined
Entertain – A purpose of the media to provide recreation and enjoyment.
Ethnicity - A categorisation of people who identify with each other based on similarities such as common ancestry, language, history, society, culture or nation.
Executive - The branch of a government responsible for putting decisions or laws into effect.
F
Feminisms – a group of theories which look at how women are oppressed by society and look at ways to change it. Feral Child – The name given to children who are not socialised into the norms and values of society.
Folk Culture – A culture traditionally practiced by a small, homogeneous, rural group living in relative isolation from other groups.
Freedom of the press – The principal that the press should be free from interference by government.
Functionalism – A sociological approach that examines societies structures in terms of the functions they perform for the continuation of society and for individuals.

G
Gate Keepers – The people you need to get permission from in order to gain access to your research population.
Gender – The social determination of what it means to be male or female. Generalisations – The extent to which results from a research study can be applied to the wider population.
Generational – When deviance is determined by the age that you are. What is acceptable for one age group may not be for another.
Global Culture - Culture which transcends national borders and exists in many different places around the world.
Government - The group of people with the authority to govern a country or state; a particular ministry in office.
H
Hegemonic – The idea that there is a general agreement on a set of principals.
Hereditary – Something that is passed on from one generation to the next. High Culture - The consumption patterns, mannerisms, beliefs, amusements, leisure activities and preferences of society's elite.
Historical – The idea that deviance can change over time. What was once deviant may become acceptable and
vis versa.

Horizontal Integration – Where a media company expands into multiple types of media.
Hypodermic Syringe Model – The idea that media audiences are passive recipients of the information that the media provides.
I
Identity – Who you see yourself as being
and project to other people.
Imitation – The idea that people will copy any violent behaviour that they see in the media.
Incitement – The action of provoking unlawful behaviour or urging someone to behave unlawfully.
Influence – The idea that the media aims to persuade its audience to buy certain products of hold certain views.
Informed Consent – The ethical guideline that ensures that all participants are fully aware of the research that they are taking part in before the research takes place.
Interpretivism – A sociological approach that tries to understand people based on how people interact with each other on a daily basis. Social reality is created by interpreting peoples feelings and actions.
Interview – A research method where the researcher asks the participant questions and the participant responds.



J
Judiciary - The part of a country’s government that is responsible for its legal system, including all the judges and country’s courts.

M
Magistrates Court - A court presided over by a magistrate or magistrates that deals with minor offences and holds preliminary hearings for more serious ones.

L	Marxism- A sociological approach which that draws on the work of Karl Marx and

Law – The formal rules of a society which are enforced by formal agents of social control such as the Police.
Legislature - lawmaking branch of a government. Their powers may include passing laws, establishing
the government’s budget, confirming
executive appointments.

Libel – A written published false statement that is damaging to a person's reputation

Liberalism – A political doctrine that takes protecting and enhancing the freedom of the individual to be the central problem of politics. Liberals typically believe that government is necessary to protect individuals from being harmed by others, but they also recognize that government itself can pose a threat to liberty.

Low Culture - A derogatory term for forms of popular culture that have mass appeal.

believes that modern societies are based on social conflict between social classes. Mass Culture – A set of ideas and values that develop from a common exposure to the same media, news sources, music, and art.
Mass Media – Forms of communication that reach large audiences, including newspapers, TV and the internet.
Mitigating Circumstance – Factors which alleviate the seriousness of a crime and the sentence given.
Monarchy - undivided rule or absolute sovereignty by a single person, usually a King or Queen.
Moral Decay – The idea that some elements of the media are causing people to act in ways that go against norms and values of society.
N
Nationalism - Identification with one's own nation and support for its interests, especially to the exclusion or detriment of the interests of other nations.



National Security – Information that pertains to the safety of a nation against threats such as terrorism, war, or espionage.
Nature – The debate which suggests that all behaviour is determined by biology and genetics.
Negative Correlation – a relationship between two variables in which one variable increases as the other decreases, and vice versa.
New Right – A political and sociological belief that society is decline due to decline in traditional values.
Norm – An unwritten rule of behaviour that governs all people in society.
Nurture – The debate which suggest that all behaviour is determined by environmental factors such as family and experiences.
O
Obscenity – Material that is offensive or disgusting by accepted standards of morality and decency.
Observation – A research method which requires the researcher to watch and/or take part in group in order to find out about them.
OfCom – The Office of Communication. A government-approved regulatory and competition authority for the broadcasting, telecommunications and postal industries of the United Kingdom.

Official Crime Rate – Official statistics on the crime rate in the UK compiled from Police, court and Prison records.
Official Statistics – Statistics that are compiled by the government such as demographic trends and crime.
Opportunity Theory – The idea that some people commit crime because thy are given the chance to do it.
Opportunity Sampling - Taking the sample from people who are
available at the time the study is carried out and fit the criteria your are looking for.
P
Parliament - an assembly of the representatives of a political nation or people, often the supreme legislative authority.
Personal Identity – The elements of your identity that in combination are unique to you.
Perspective – A way of looking at the world and society.
Pilot study – A small scale trial run of a research study to ensure validity and reliability.
Pluralists – A theory that believes that media outlets should be owned by lots of different companies.
Police Triage – The way that the police determine which crimes to investigate.



Political Spectrum - A political spectrum is a system of classifying different political positions upon an axis.
Politics – The study of political systems and ideologies.
Positive Correlation -
A relationship between two variables in which both variables move in tandem. A positive correlation exists when one variable decreases as the other variable decreases, or one variable increases while the other increases.
Positivism – An approach which argues that the methods of the natural science should be used when studying society.
Power - The capacity or ability to direct or influence the behaviour of others or the course of events.
Press – informal terms for journalism including printed and broadcast media.
Pressure Group - A group that tries to influence public policy in the interest of a particular cause.
Primary Methods – Research methods where the research collects the data themselves.
Primary Socialisation – The first stage of the process of learning societies norms and values, usually carried out by the family.

Print Media – Media formats such as newspapers and magazines which are printed in hardcopy.
Prior Restraint – Censorship of materials before they are published. Completed by organisations such as the BBFC.
Prison - A building in which people are legally held as a punishment for a crime they have committed or while awaiting trial.
Private Members Bill – An idea for a law which is put to the house of commons by a single or group of MP’s who may or may not be part of the government.
Prohibit – Laws which are created to stop people from doing something.
Proportional Representation - An electoral system in which parties gain seats in proportion to the number of votes cast for them.
Prosecution – The team who are trying to prove a persons guilty in court.
Protection from Harm – The ethical guideline which ensures that the participants involved are not hurt physically or psychological by taking part in the study.
Punishment – The infliction or imposition of a penalty as retribution for an offence.

Q
Qualitative – Data that is collected using words It is detailed data.
Quantitative – Data that comes in the form of numbers and can be represented in the form of graphs and tables.
Questionnaire – A written document of questions given to participants to complete in their own time.
Quota Sampling – to take a certain number of people from each group within your research population.
R
Random Sampling – When all the names of potential participants are placed in a hat and they are randomly selected until the sample is completed.
Recompense – To pay compensation to the victims of a crime.
Rehabilitation – Helping prisoners gain the skills necessary to prevent them committing another crime upon release form prison.
Relative Deprivation – The idea that people commit crime because they feel that they are poor compared to others in their society.
Reliability – the extent to which a study can be replicated in the same way.


Representativeness – the extent to which your sample and study characterises the research population. Research Population – The group that is being studied.
Retribution – To get revenge for a crime that has been committed.
Right to Withdraw – An ethical guideline which means all participants can leave the study at anytime and refuse to let their data be used in the study.
Royal Assent – the final stage of creating a law, where the monarch signs the document officially turning the Bill into a law.
S
Sampling – The ways that those taking part in the research are selected.
Secondary Methods – Research methods that are not carried out by the researcher themselves, such as prior research or public documents.
Secondary Socialisation – The reinforcement of norms and values learnt in the home by others outside the home such as friends and school.
Selective Exposure – When people only watch or read media which unconsciously agrees with their already held views and ideas.
Selective Perception - The tendency not to notice and more quickly forget stimuli that cause emotional discomfort and contradict
our prior beliefs.



Selective Retention - A person tends to remember only those facts, thoughts, incidences and messages which are closer to their interests, values and beliefs.
Sensitivity – Researchers must be aware of an sensitive issue that might arise during their research.
Sexuality – refers to the who a person is sexually attracted to, e.g. homosexual or bisexual.
Snowball Sampling – where the researcher identifies the first few participants in their study and those participants help to find more participants for the study.
Social Construction – The idea that a concept or phenomena is created by the society in which it is found.
Social Identity – The groups which a person belongs to which help to shape who they are.
Social Science – A group of subjects which are focused on the systematic study of society.
Socialisation – The process of learning the norms and values of society.
Socialism - A political and economic theory of social organization which advocates that the means of production, distribution, and exchange should be owned or regulated by the community as a whole.

Sociology – The systematic study of society, focusing on social institutions and the role they play in influencing society.
Spin - A form of propaganda, achieved through providing a biased interpretation of an event or campaigning to persuade public opinion in favour or against some organization or public figure.
Stereotypes - A widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or idea of a particular type of person.
Stratified Sampling - The researcher divides the entire population into different subgroups, then randomly selects the final subjects proportionally from the different strata.
Sub Cultures - A culture within a broader mainstream culture, with its own separate values, practices, and beliefs.
Synergy – Marketing a media product in multiple ways such as soundtracks, toys and computer games.
Systematic Sampling – putting all possible participants on a list and then taking every Nth person until the required sample size is obtained.
T
Tabula Rasa – Meaning blank slate, the idea that people are born blank and need to learn how to behave and act. Technological Convergence – The bringing together of various methods of digital media.


Time – Researchers need to consider how much time they have to complete their study and how much time different methods will take.
Totalitarianism - a system of government that is centralized and dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the state.
Triangulation – The use of multiple research methods in a single study in order to increase the validity of the data.
U
Underclass – People who live on benefits with no intention of finding work. Belief that the government should support them.

Uses and Gratification Model – Where audiences use different forms of the media for different reasons.

V
Validity – The extent to which a studies data is truthful and measures what it intended to be measure.
Values – The gaols that society says people should be aiming for in their life. For example the American Dream.
Vertical Integration – when a media company expands in order to cover all aspects of singe form of media.
Victim Surveys – Questionnaires which ask people if they have been a victim of crim in the last 12 months and if so what sort of crimes.
Voting Behaviour - The way that different people tend to vote
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