A-LEVEL PAPER 1: Stylistic Analysis
The whole paper is 2hrs 30mins.
Section A is 1hr 50mins of that time.
30 minutes reading time (and preparation/annotation)
Q1. Analyse how Text A uses language to create meanings and
representations.
[25 marks/30 mins]
Q2. Analyse how Text B uses language to create meanings and
representations.
[25 marks/30 mins]
Q3. Compare and contrast Text A and Text B, showing ways in
which they are similar and different in their language use.
[20 marks/20 mins]

Context: no text is produced in a vacuum. Every text is influenced by the time in which
it was written/spoken and the attitudes of the writer/speaker
Look at the following contemporary images. For each:
1. Discuss what they show about the times we are living in
2. How things have changed over time (or not, as the case may be!)
3. What groups of people are affected (negatively/positively) by the issue/person
4. What are your thoughts on any of these issues?
5. Do you think your views are influenced by factors such as: gender, age, sexuality,
where you live? The school you go to? Any other contextual factors?

The Context of Production and Reception of texts.
Read the article taken from teenVogue:
1. Who, specifically, do you think this is aimed at (who is the
intended audience or receiver of the text)?
2. What language choices (use framework terminology where you
can) helped you answer Q1?
3. Why might this text not have appeared in a teenage magazine ten
years ago?

Changing Attitudes?

Here are some of the key dates in the history of gay rights in the UK:

1533: The Buggery Act: The text of the act described "buggery" as a "detestable and
abominable Vice", punishable by death.
1835: James Pratt and John Smith became the last men in Britain to be executed for
homosexual acts.
1885: The Criminal Law Amendment Act 1885 came into law. The act's main purpose was to
protect girls from sexual exploitation by raising the age of consent to 16
1895: Author Oscar Wilde's ill-advised attempt to sue the father of his lover, Lord Alfred
Douglas, for publicly accusing him of being a "sodomite" resulted in the writer himself being put
on trial.
1967: The Sexual Offences Act 1967 stipulated that private sex acts between consenting men
over the age of 21 would no longer be a criminal offence in England and Wales
1972: By the early 1970s, "gay rights organisations were springing up locally and nationally,"
says the Lesbian and Gay Newsmedia Archive. In 1972, upwards of 2,000 gay men and women
marched in London's first Pride parade.
1988: Then-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher introduced an amendment to the Local
Government Act 1988 banning state schools from teaching or promoting the "acceptability of
homosexuality as a pretended family relationship". ‘Section 28’ caused widespread outrage and
as the catalyst for a massive surge in gay activism.
2004: The Civil Partnership Act allowed same-sex couples to enter into same-sex unions with
the same rights as married couples.
2014: The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013, which recognised same sex marriages,
entered into law in England and Wales. Several gay couples were wed at the stroke of midnight
on 29 March 2014, when the law officially came into effect.
Scotland legalised gay marriage in December 2014. Gay marriage remains illegal in Northern
Ireland.

We are going to read an article published in The Guardian by columnist
Owen Jones

Owen
Jones:
YouTube Context:

(things you should know that might have affected the way the article is
written and what it says)
•

•

•
•

•

Owen Peter Jones (born 8 August 1984) is a British newspaper
columnist, political commentator, and left-wing political activist. He
writes a column for The Guardian and (intermittently) for the New
Statesman. Jones is a former contributor to The Independent. He is also
openly gay and has been vocal about gay rights on a number of
occasions.
5 October 2017 The New York Times published a story detailing
decades of allegations of sexual harassment against Harvey Weinstein.
Actresses Rose McGowan and Ashley Judd are among the women who
come forward.
Monday 30 October 2017, arriving in the wake of the Harvey Weinstein
scandal, allegations were made against Kevin Spacey (previously a
highly paid and respected actor)
In an interview with Buzzfeed News, actor Anthony Rapp claims Spacey
made a sexual advance towards him when Rapp was 14. Rapp, now 46,
claims Spacey laid on top of him at a party at the actor's apartment in
1986 and alleges the star "was trying to seduce" him.
Kevin Spacey chose the scandal to ‘come out’ as a gay man on Twitter.

Context:
 The Guardian readers (the audience) are likely to be left wing in their political beliefs
 Owen Jones is definitely left wing in his politics
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Read the article, How dare you, Kevin Spacey? You’ve fuelled a vicious lie about gay men
Why has Owen written this article (or what is his purpose and agenda)?
Who do you think this article is aimed at (audience)?
What do you think a typical Guardian reader is like? What is their political leaning?
Looking at individual words (lexis) how can you tell what opinion Owen holds about Kevin
Spacey?
6. Do you think Owen’s sexuality has a bearing on his attitudes towards Spacey? Explain.
7. Representation: How are values and attitudes to sexuality conveyed? In other words, what
language strategies does Owen use to get his point across?
8. Owen Jones is clearly a journalist. With this is mind, what journalistic strategies does he
use? (hook, rhetorical questions, declaratives, statistics, facts and opinions, images)

